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1. Indra has the lowest tax-to-GDP ratio among countries with a similar per 
capita income on a purchasing power parity basis. Explain the reasons for 
the low tax-to-GDP ratio in India. What measures can be taken to correct 
this situation? 
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Answer all the questions in NOT MORE THAN 200 WORDS each. Content of the 
answers is more important than its length. All questions carry equal marks. 
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In spite of various initiatives, the condition of the power sector still remains 
one of the core challenges for India Comment. 
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3. Examine the reasons for poor performance of public sector banks in India. 
Give an account of the steps taken by the government and RBI to improve 
their performance. Also analyse whether the risks arising from the 
consolidation of the Indian banking sector outweigh the potential longer­ 
term benefits. 
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4. Tax treaties intended to avoid double taxation have in many cases become 
instruments for double non-taxation. Elaborate. List the major 
amendments in the" India-Mauritius DTAA and the advantages that are 
expected to accrue due to it. 
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7. The rising levels of e-waste generation in India have been a matter of 
concern in recent years. Examine the underlying causes of this scenario and 
the challenges assoclated with u. How can the new E-Waste Management 
Rules, 2016 help in meeting these concerns? 
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Terror groups, much like corporate bodies have well and truly embraced 
and exploited the benefits of globalisation. Discuss the statement with 
reference to terror financing and propaganda acttvrties. 
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10. Explain the challenges associated with predicting the monsson accurately. 
Can shifting to a completely dynamical model from the one used by the 
IMO presently help in improving the accuracy of predicting the monsoon? 
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12. It has been argued that India's strained patent protection and IP 

administration has failed to keep pace with growing technological 
advances. In this context, examine the provisions of the new Intellectual 
Property Rights {IPR) Policy, 2016. Also explain how the new policy can help 
boost innovation and entrepreneurship in the country. 
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13. Though the frequency of both droughts and floods has increased in man 
::~:~:~:. th;rnuntry, the. preparedness level for mitigating their impact: 
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14. In view of the high levels of inequality in India, it is imperative to not only 
broaden access to education and health but also financial services. Discuss. 
Also highlight the efforts made by the government in recent times to 
address inequality by promoting financial inclusion. 
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15. Examine the need for lndlgenlzatlon of the defence industry in India. While 
highhghtlng its challenges, analyse how the new Defence Procurement 
Policy (OPP) and relaxations in FOi norms can address these challenges. 
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16. Digital .techn~l.ogies hav~ the potential to dramatically transform higher 
education. Giving a special emphasis to MOOCs, analyse the statement in 
the context of India. 
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17. The C1v1I Aviation Policy 2016 would help in building J more modern, safe, 
secure and sustainable aviation industry while also boosting regional 
connectivity and tourism. Discuss. 
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18. What is the significance of start-ups for Indian economy? Critically analyse 
the provisions of "Start-up India" program and the challenges that lie 
ahead m its effective implementation. 
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19. What do you understand by methanol economy? Discuss its environmental 
and economic advantages. How does methanol compare with other new 
generational fuels such as ethanol and hydrogen? 
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20. Differentiating between Augmented Reality and Virtual Reality, explain why 
it is argued by many that these technologies are not just about gaming but 
can change our lives. 
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